
On November 5 the 

MGBCMF met with Col 

Kevin Preston, G1, and 

Captain Brian Zdunowski, 

Educational Services Offi-

cer of the Maryland Na-

tional Guard (MDNG) to 

initiate preliminary discus-

sions as to how the Foun-

dation might be able to 

assist the Guard with a jobs 

program directed towards 

returning Iraq and Afghani-

stan veterans. In a prior 

meeting with Brg. General 

Annette Deener (Oct. Short 

Bursts), the Foundation 

agreed to participate in a 

second support effort of 

finding jobs for veterans 

and their families.  After 

this meeting, the Founda-

tion developed a prelimi-

nary pilot jobs plan and 

presented this information 

at the Baltimore meeting. 

The centerpiece of the pro-

posed program is the par-

ticipation of Veterans Ser-

vice Organizations, Rotary 

International Clubs, Be-

nevolent Protective Order of 

Elks Clubs, Lions Interna-

tional Clubs, and Defense 

Contractors in identifying 

potential jobs with the 

Foundation acting as a 

clearinghouse to match the 

identified job openings with 

resumes of the returning 

veterans. Processing of 

returning veterans, assist-

ing them to prepare up-to-

date job resumes, and post-

ing them on a website 

would be a function of the 
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MDNG. A key partner in the 

pilot study will be the partici-

pation of the Frederick 

County Workforces Services, 

which is envisioned to be 

the repository for identified 

job openings through the 

Maryland Workforce Ex-

change, which will list the 

job openings in specific 

Maryland communities.  

MG Boyd M. Cook 

The Major General Boyd 

M. Cook Veterans Memo-

rial Foundation is a clear-

ing house for information 

and assistance to de-

ployed Maryland Active 

Duty and Reserve Armed 

Forces and their families. 

www.mgbc-md.org or 

direct phone number - 

(1) 877-99-4VETS (8387).  

L-R, Colonel Kevin Preston, MDNG - G1, Captain Brian 

Zdunowski, MDNG - Education Officer, Jack Lewis, Maryland 

VFW Department Commander, Paul Helsel, Immediate Past 

National Elks Grand Exalted Ruler, Virginia Cook, Vice Chair, 

Major General Boyd Cook Memorial Foundation, Inc. Board of 

Directors, Orlyn Oestereich, Maryland American Le-

gion Department Commander, Rusty Baker, Maryland AM-

VETS Department Commander, Bill Prescott, Retired USPHS 

Rear Admiral & Chair, Major General Boyd Cook Memorial 

Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors.  (Not Pictured) Richard 

Cody, Chair, Fredericktowne Rotary Club Veteran's Support 

Sub Committee for Rotary District 7620 Participation.  

Jobs Program Assistance Program Presented to Maryland National Guard  



The Boyd Cook Memorial Foundation’s Mission: 

focusing on active duty and reserve component 

veterans and their families in the need of assis-

tance not available through DOD or the VA. 
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The Major General 

Boyd Cook Memorial 

Foundation held a very 

successful first annual 

awards brunch on De-

cember 7, 2009 

hosted by the Frederick 

Elks Lodge 684. Fea-

tured as guest speaker 

for the event was 

Brigadier General James 

Adkins, Maryland Na-

tional Guard Adjutant 

General. In his address, 

General Adkins stressed the 

importance of providing assis-

tance for veterans and their 

families, particularly from 9/11 

forward, and commended the 

Foundation for their efforts in 

this area. General Adkins was 

presented was the first 

MGBCMF “Veteran’s Patriot Par 

Excellence” award for his effort 

of developing veteran’s support 

through the National Guard 

Bureau that is to be considered 

for nationwide application. A 

“Special Patriot” award went to 

Mike Mahoney, Past Maryland 

AMVETS Department Com-

mander, for supporting General 

Cook’s dream through fund 

raising initiatives and develop-

ing support methods for other 

veteran’s organizations. Also 

present and receiving awards 

were leaders from all Maryland 

Veteran’s Service Organiza-

tions, the Fort Detrick Office of 

Moral, Welfare and Recreation, 

and Elks Lodge 684 for their 

efforts in supporting General 

Cook’s dream by offering sup-

port of their organizations to 

establish community support 

for 9/11 forward veterans and 

their families and implementa-

tion of a jobs program for veter-

ans seeking employment. 

FOUNDATION HOLDS FIRST AWARDS CEREMONY 

L-R Virginia Cook, Vice Chairman, MGBCMF 

Board of Directors, Brigadier General James 

Adkins, Rear Admiral (RET) William Prescott, 

Chairman MGBCMF Board of Directors 

Photo of award recipients - L-R:  Richard Koel, 2008-2009 Past MD VFW Dept. Cmdr. and 

also accepting for Jack Lewis 2009-2010 MD VFW Dept. Cmdr.: William Prescott, Retired 

Rear Admiral & Chair MGBC Foundation; Virginia Cook, Vice Chair MGBC Foundation, 

Thomas Joy, Thurmont AMVETS Post 7 2nd Vice Cmdr., Rusty Baker, 2009-2010 MD 

AMVETS Dept. Cmdr.; Mike Mahoney, 2007-2008 & 2008-2009 Past MD AMVETS Dept. 

Cmdr,; Ray Bussard, Middletown AMVETS Post 9 Cmdr; Orlyn Ostereich, Retired Col. 

2009-2010 MD American Legion Dept. Cmdr.; Bran Thompson, Retired Command Ser-

geant Major & Pres. MGB Foundation; Gail Murdock, 2008-2009 Past MD American Le-

gion Dept. Cmdr.; Danielle McKnight, Frederick Elks Lodge Exalted Leader; James Ad-

kins, MD Adjutant General; Mike Harbaugh, Frederick American Legion Post 11 2nd Vice 

Cmdr; Stephanie Schultz, Ft. Detrick MWR Supervisor and Jerry Fay, 2008-2009 and 

2009-2010 MD Marine Corps League Dept. Commandant. 



Who better to help Iraq & Afghanistan Veterans than Veterans from another time. 
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A Maryland soldier had re-

ceived a compassion leave 

from Afghanistan to be home 

with his then-pregnant wife 

who was also having medical 

difficulties. The leave was ex-

tended for him to remain 

home after the birth to assist 

his wife with her continuing 

medical difficulties. A series 

of events and miscommunica-

tions stopped his military pay 

and medical insurance and 

left the soldier in limbo when 

he tried to return to his unit. 

Based on a letter from his 

wife and in conjunction with 

the MWR (Morale Welfare & 

Recreation) military organiza-

tion, the Foundation provided 

$500 immediate assistance. 

Further communication with 

the District Congressman in-

dicated a continuing dilemma 

for the family and the Founda-

tion responded with another 

$500 in assistance. The 

Foundation received a re-

quest from the District Con-

gressmanôs office about a dis-

abled veteran who found him-

self in a pickle with the Motor 

Vehicles depart-

ment. Unfortunately, while in 

the hospital, he let his auto 

insurance lapse for his and 

his wifeôs cars and was facing 

a sizable fine of $500. Bill 

Castle, the Foundationôs  Di-

rector of Operations was able 

to discuss the situation with 

the DMV and get a lower rate 

to reregister both cars.  

H o w  W e  H a v e  H e l p e d  

BUILD IT AND THEY WILL COME. The Foundation is in the process of building is a quick reference web 
page directory by zip code for today´s new Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans and their families to locate as-
sistance.  Veterans from another era called "service officers" are in veteran´s posts statewide and offer of 
no cost assistance. The veteran´s organizations include AMVETS, American Legion, Marine Corps 
League and VFW. These organizations are providing their post service officers and their phone numbers.  
The Foundation is in the process of completing the task of loading these zip codes into the Foundation´s 
directory. 

 

At the time of this printing, the AMVETS has taken lead with proving the Foundation with zip codes for all 
their post service officers that have been loaded into the directory. The Foundation is currently coordinat-
ing with the other veteran´s organizations to include their information with a goal of completion by the end 
of February. A note in the directory for veterans or their family members whose zip code is not listed are 
asked to call or email the Foundation. The Foundation will provide them the contact information for service 
officers in their local community. 

 

Each of these organizations has veteran´s committees that provide a wide variety of support services to 
the military community.  Veterans can then discuss problems directly with a Service Officer in their zip 
code area. For Maryland National Guard Members who do not reside in Maryland, they should use the zip 
code of their Maryland unit. 

 

Service Officers attend annual training sponsored by their state department pertaining to common prob-
lems veterans face. Who better to understand these new veterans´ needs of assistance than another vet-
eran "with past experienced of solving similar problems.  However, a "kink" in the system has always been 
getting the word out of their existence and how to locate them.  The Foundation´s zip code program will 
eliminate that "kink" and will be expanded to other service organizations such as Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions 
and Elks clubs in the near future. 

Maryland Service Organizations Zip Code Program 



P a g e  4  CONTRIBUTIONS 

Personal Donations 

The Foundation is grateful for 

personal donations made by a 

number of people. All dona-

tions go directly to serving our 

veterans and their families. 

Personal donations can be sent 

to the Major General Boyd 

Cook Memorial Foundation, PO 

Box 1795, Frederick, MD 

21702. 

 

Assistance From Afar 

Our organization was delighted 

to receive an email from Spc. 

James Stafford offering to as-

sist with any of the efforts the 

Foundation might think possi-

ble. James is a resident of Fre-

derick County. He is currently 

serving in Northern Iraq and 

conducts patrols in cities in 

northern Iraq, runs joint mis-

sions along side Iraqi police, 

and army members. He also is 

involved in training and prepar-

ing Iraqi police cadets for full-

time duty. He states “we also 

have done a lot of humanitar-

ian deeds such as medical clin-

ics, and will be providing secu-

rity for the upcoming Iraqi elec-

tions. I am out and about in the 

cites of northern Iraq about 3-6 

days out of each week I enjoy 

what I am doing and believe it 

is vital for the success of our 

mission and for the future of 

Iraq.”  James is a resident of 

Frederick County, Maryland.  

MGBCMF is proud to have him 

as a volunteer and helping us 

to identify direct assistance 

where needed to Maryland sol-

diers in the Iraq theater.   

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FOUNDATION 

Auto Donation Program 

Several thousand dollars have 

been realized from this dona-

tion program. Currently the pro-

gram is dormant due to the 

lack of used cars brought about 

by the government’s “Cash for 

Clunkers” program. It is ex-

pected that in 2010, donated 

cars will again be available and 

this program will again become 

a viable area of Foundation 

contributions. 

 

AMVETS Post 7 Tournament 

A golf tournament sponsored 

by Mike Mahoney of AMVETS 

Post 7 and MGBCMF member 

was conducted at the Mt. View 

Golf Resort in Fairfield, PA and 

resulted in a donation of 

$1,443 to the Foundation. 

Worthwhile Military Information 

Military NewsletterðAdd newsltr@milnews.com to your address book to ensure 
delivery of www.Military.Com Newsletters 

The Military Order of the Purple Heartðlaunched a new website at www.VetsJobs.net 
to assist Veterans in obtaining Federal employment. 

America Supports Youðis one of several initiatives managed by the Department of 
Defenseôs Community Relations Division. With ñAmerica Supports Youò returning to itôs 
original intent of communication, all ASY information now may be found in the  Citizen 
Support for Our Troops section. Learn more at: www.americasupportsyou.mil 

United States Veterans Administration news and services-www1.va.gov/opa/
pressrel/opa_ListServ.asp 



P a g e  5  
PAST EVENTS 

A w a r d s  t o  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  

Bran Thompson and Brigadier General 

James Adkins 

Brigadier General James Adkins, Maryland 

National Guard Adjutant General, recog-

nized CEO and Executive Director, 

MGBCMF Bran Thompson with a citation 

that read: ñIn recognition of Q\Outstanding 

Service for your outstanding leadership and 

support of the Major General Boyd Cook Me-

morial Foundation, 20007 to Present.ò    

Brigadier General James Adkins and Virginia 

Cook. 

Brigadier General James Adkins, Maryland Na-

tional Guard Adjutant General, presented Vir-

ginia Cook, MGBCMF Board of Directors Vice 

Chairman with a State of Maryland Seal coin in 

recognition of her efforts to carry out the dream 

of MG Boyd Cook through the foundation that 

bears his name. 

Employer Support of Guard and Reserve 

The MGBCMF was recognized by the Na-

tional Committee for Employer Support of 

the Guard and Reserve for their efforts in 

assisting the Maryland National Guard with a 

jobs program for returning Iraq and Afghani-

stan veterans. 
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The Major General Boyd Cook Memorial Foundation, Inc. (MGBC Foundation) 

Is a nonprofit volunteer organization manned by volunteer veterans. 

How To Contact Us 

Visit us at our MGBC Web 

Page (mgbc-md.org) 

which includes an option 

to send an email to us, or 

give us a call at (1) 877-99

-4VETS (8387). Our mem-

bers are all volunteers 

with busy schedules so we 

use an answering service 

to accept your call. 

We normally return your 

call within the next work 

day unless you tell them 

your call is urgent, we will 

call you back ASAP. 

Find Neighborhood help 

by your ZIP CODE 

(Should be in effect by end of 

May) Our web page will list all 

Maryland ZIP CODES followed 

with Veteranôs Posts that serve 

veterans in specific zip codes. 

For veterans that do not reside 

in Maryland, use the zip code of 

your unit to receive local help or 

contact the Pentagon at: 

Military OneSource (MOS)24/7 

call (1) 800-342-9647 or visit at 

www.militaryonesource.com for 

assistance including counseling. 

Maryland Department of 
Veterans Affairsô Links 

www.mdva.state.md.us 

Get DD Form 214 Copies 

Assisted Living/Nursing Homes 

Burial Benefits 

Claims Assistance 

GI Bill & Scholarships 

Employment & Business Help 

Health Care 

License Plates 

Survival Benefits 

Tax Benefits 

Additional State Benefits 

Major General Boyd Cook Memorial Foundation, Inc. Newsletter is published for the U.S. Army Fort Detrick, MD ñAll Services Retiree Councilò 

with full support, in an advisory role, of Marylandôs Department of Veterans Affairsô Secretary who also serves as Marylandôs Adjutant General 

Major General Boyd Cook Memorial Foundation, Inc.     P.O. Box 1795, Frederick, MD 21702     E-mail: editor@mgbc-md.org 

P R E S I D E N T S   C O M M E N T S  

As a retired Command Sergeant Major and former member of the 101st Airborne, I readily identify with the "Band of 

Brothers" movie. We have developed our own band of brothers and sisters primarily from State Commanders of the 

American Legion, AMVETS, Marine Corps League, VFW and all the veterans in their posts to organize support for the 

needs of our 9 - 11 forward veterans. We will achieve that charge!  "Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy 

might." - Old Testament 

Bran Thompson CSM, USA, Retired 

The economy and unemployment have created tremendous hardship for millions of homeowners. As a past or present 

member of the United States Armed Forces, solutions have been created to help you deal with financial difficulties, such 

as the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you are facing the possibility of foreclosure, understand that you are not alone, 

and that there are thousands of professionals available to assist you. Your first step should be to contact a real estate 

agent with the CDPE designation. This certifies the agent has undergone extensive training in handling distressed prop-

erties. CDPE-designated agents understand the financial difficulties faced by our men and women in uniform, including 

how a foreclosure can challenge security clearance. There are solutions for our military servicemembers, and a network 

of more than 16,000 agents is ready to serve you. For more information, or to find a CDPE-designated agent near you 

call 800-482-0335. 

Supporters 

of 

MGBCMF 

Facing Foreclosure? Solutions for Our Military 


