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What is a Veteran?

A Veteran, whether ac-
tive duty, discharged,
retired or reserve is
someone who at one
point in their life, wrote
a blank check payable
to “The United States of
America” for an amount
of “up to, and including
their life”
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Short Bursts

We’re here to help!

4 The Major General

Boyd Cook Memorial
Foundation is named in
honor of General Cook
who was instrumental in
recognizing the needs
of Irag and Afghanistan
veterans and their fami-
lies. Unfortunately Gen-
eral Cook died before
he could realize his
dream. Taking the
threads of General
Cook’s vision, the
Foundation is moving
forward to provide sup-
port for our deployed

How

The Foundation will be
a central communica-
tion point for assistance
requests. If you or your
family has a problem or
are in need of re-
sources, you can di-
rectly contact us

Active Duty and Re-
serve Armed Forces
and their families. Vet-
erans who need assis-
tance should go to

We Will

through our website
www.mgbc-md.org or
our phone number (1)
877-99-4VETS (8387).
Through a vast network
of non-profit and state
veterans organizations,
we will immediately put

www.mgbc-md.org web
page that has a current
directory of links to of-
fices to process funded
entitlements and a cur-
rent directory of partici-
pating Maryland Vet-
eran’s posts in your
neighborhood for non-
funded personal difficul-
ties. Neighborhood Vet-
eran’s posts in veteran’s
communities are listed
by zip codes with a tele-
phone number and a
name of veteran’s post
service officers.

Help

you in touch with a vol-
unteer veteran who will
exclusively work with
you on your problem.

What the future holds

May 2007 was the be-
ginning of this program,

(Continued on pg 3)
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How We Have Helped Veterans
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Marine wife meets local Ma-
rine wives. She lived with her
Marine husband in North
Carolina, but returned to
Maryland when he was de-
ployed to Irag. Although she
was friends with other Marine
wives in North Carolina, she
didn’t know any Marine wives
in Maryland where she moved
after her husband was de-
ployed. She heard about our
organization from a neighbor
and the following day after
she called us — she was con-
nected with Marine wives in
the community where she
lived. A few months later her
computer crashed and she
again contacted us. The day
she contacted us a veteran
who was a computer special-
ist called her and arranged for
her to receive a refurbished
computer at no cost.

Two vehicle transmissions
of deployed veteran’s wives
needed repaired. Because
both transmissions were not
worth repairing successful
negotiations between MGBC

\ and local car dealers sharing

Families

costs, both vehicle transmis-
sions were replaced with no
cost to the wives.

A medically discharged vet-
eran’s pay due, but was not
received. He was concerned
that his car may be repos-
sessed because he was late
in his payments. He was as-
sured that he would receive
his disability classification, but
it was delayed plus the gov-
ernment still owed him
money. The following day af-
ter he contacted us he was
given a $700.00 no interest
note payable to us in 90 days.

A veteran’s mother passed
while he was deployed. We
learned from the veteran’s
first sergeant that the mother
had no insurance and the
family did not have enough
money to pay for a casket,
fee for viewing arrangements
etc. The Red Cross arranged
emergency leave for the vet-
eran and while he was in
route home, we negotiated
with the funeral home to pay
for all costs as a grant. All
costs and arrangements were
completed before the veteran
returned home.

A fire in a rented apartment
of a wife whose husband was
deployed resulted in total loss

of everything the wife owned
— clothing, furniture, utensils,
etc. When MGBC learned of
the situation, a meeting with
the local Goodwill office re-
sulted in replacement of eve-
rything lost in the fire except
for personal items such as
photographs. Everything was
replaced at no cost to the
wife.

House gutters blown down
by a storm of the family
home of a deployed service
member and the wife had no
emergency funds to fix them.
Quick contact by the founda-
tion with the County Builders
Association resulted in the
gutters being repaired/
replaced at no charge.

Family Information Day to
inform dependents of their
entitlements was conducted
because it was learned that
dependents were ill informed.
They were given travel funds,
a complimentary lunch and
free child care to participate in
the foundations information
day. Volunteers speakers
from Fort Detrick participated
and the results were out-
standing. Dependents came
to the Frederick, MD program
from as far away as Rich-
mond, VA.

(Continued on pg 3)
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How We Have Helped Veterans

(Continued from pg 2)

The Frederick County Sheriff
participated and volunteered
to conduct background inves-
tigations of volunteer baby
sitters when needed to insure
child and family safety.

A service member severely
wounded by an IED was
hospitalized in the Army
Medical Center in San Anto-
nio and was given permission
to return home to Maryland
for the holidays. However, he
and his wife, who had moved
to Texas to be with him, had

How We Will

The pilot was successfully
conducted in Frederick
County Maryland with a sam-
ple of assistance provided as
indicated in this initial Febru-
ary 2009 “Short Bursts” Di-
gest. The program is now be-
ing expanded Maryland-wide
with email distribution to all
active duty and reserve forces
service members from 9/11
forward with the assistance of
the Department of Defense
and Maryland’s Department
of Veterans Affairs. Participat-
ing veteran’s posts should be
established in all 24 Maryland
Counties by the summer of
20009.

Families

insufficient funds to return
home. After the foundation
found out about the situation,
a joint grant from the founda-
tion and Middletown AMVETS
Post 9 was given to them for
their return to cover ex-
penses. Subsequent to that,
because it was learned the
family also had severe finan-
cial difficulties, the Women’s
Auxiliary of AMVETS Post 9
gave the family additional
grants.

One that got away was the

(Continued from pg 1)

Donations are our life blood

Can you help us support vet-
erans’ financial needs? As
established in Frederick
County, all donations re-
ceived from Frederick County
residents were only distrib-
uted to service members who
reside in Frederick County or
are stationed in Frederick
County. To begin seeking
statewide donations, a
ADonat e
was successfully tested in
Frederick County that we are
now in the process of expand-
ing statewide with the same

rules — all donations received W

family of a deployed service
member whose wife was un-
able to afford rent payments
because the pay received by
her husband on active duty
was substantially less than
his civilian job. When founda-
tion members learned of the
problem she had already
taken her children out of
school and moved back to
Ohio to live with her parents,
and it was believed she was
living in the attic of her par-
ent’'s home.

Help

from a specific county will be
distributed in that specific
county and can be claimed as
in IRS tax deduction as ex-
plained on the MGBC web

page.

Additional fund raising pro-
grams to support our pro-
jected requests for financial
assistance are in current
plans and will be announced
in future “Short Burst’s” di-

Yorogram C agesis. In the interim, car do-

nations can be made state-
wide by calling (1) 800-638-
1234. If you know of anyone
who is a candidate to donate

\\Who better to help Iraq & Afghanistan Veterans than Veterans from another time
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/How To Contact Us

Visit us at our MGBC Web
Page (mgbc-md.org)
which includes an option
to send an email to us, or
give us a call at (1) 877-99
-4VETS (8387). Our mem-
bers are all volunteers
with busy schedules so we
use an answering service
to accept your call.

We normally return your
call within the next work
day unless you tell them
your call is urgent, we will
call you back ASAP.

APRIL 2009
BULLETIN BOARD

Gnd Neighborhood help
by your ZIP CODE

(Should be in effect by end of
May) Our web page will list all
Maryland ZIP CODES followed
withVet er an Ghatsdve s t
veterans in specific zip codes.
For veterans that do not reside
in Maryland, use the zip code of
your unit to receive local help or
contact the Pentagon at:

Military OneSource (MOS)24/7
call (1) 800-342-9647 or visit at
www.militaryonesource.com for

assistance including counseling.

N

We’'re on the web!

www.mgbc-md.org

The Major General Boyd Cook Memorial Foundation, Inc. (MGBC Foundation)

Is a nonprofit volunteer organization manned by volunteer veterans.

/Maryland Department of
Veterans Affairs’ Links

www.mdva.state.md.us

Get DD Form 214 Copies
Assisted Living/Nursing Homes
Burial Benefits

Claims Assistance

Gl Bill & Scholarships
Employment & Business Help
Health Care

License Plates

Survival Benefits

Tax Benefits

Additional State Benefits

Events

Newsletter

Worthwhile Military Information

Military Newsletter—Add newsltr@milnews.com to your address book to ensure delivery of www.Military.Com Newslet-
ters

The Military Order of the Purple Heart—launched a new website at www.VetsJobs.net to assist Veterans in obtaining
Federal employment.

America Supports You—is one of several initiatives managed by the Department of Defense’s Community Relations
Division. With “America Supports You” returning to it’s original intent of communication, all ASY information now may be
found in the Citizen Support for Our Troops section. Learn more at: www.americasupportsyou.mil

United States Veterans Administration news and services-www1.va.gov/opa/pressrel/opa_ListServ.asp

Major General Boyd Cook Memorial Foundation, Inc. Newsletter is published for the U.S. Army Fort Detrick, MD “All Services Retiree Council”
with full support, in an advisory role, of Maryland’s Department of VVeterans Affairs’ Secretary who also serves as Maryland’s Adjutant General

Major General Boyd Cook Memorial Foundation, Inc. P.O. Box 1795, Frederick, MD 21702 E-mail: editor@mgbc-md.org



